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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - 2005 is here and the San Diego Section Younger Member Forum is off to 
an excellent start.  I have been blessed immensely to be President of our YMF group this year.  The 
organization from last year left off a great legacy upon which to build, and building is exactly what we 
are doing right now.  I am also blessed to have a great group of board members.  Every board member 
has a diverse background, and practices a broad spectrum of civil engineering – precisely representing 
the American Society of Civil Engineers: we are a diverse group that solves problems; from the 
environment to water infrastructure, treatment, transportation, and land development; but I digress. 

 
We have opportunities for everyone to 
become involved this year.  If you need to 
pass the PE this April you can increase your 
chances by taking our Spring 2005 PE 
Review Course, thanks to a dedicated group 
of volunteers, and especially our instructors, 
I believe that this course shall be a wonderful 
success for all involved.  If professional 
development is what you desire we will 
continue to have our monthly meetings on 
the third Tuesday of every month at our new 
home: The Karl Strauss Brewery Garden in 
Sorrento Mesa!!  This spring we have an 
incredible list of meeting topics – look 
forward to these in upcoming e-mails.  If you 

like snow sports and fun in general we have our now Annual Mammoth Trip scheduled for the end of 
January with the LA, OC, Santa Barbara, and Riverside YMF groups – this will be a great time…  And 
for those of you who desire to give back to your community, we will continue to grow in our tradition of 
philanthropic activities – tutoring students, speaking at elementary, junior, senior and college classes, 
Habitat for Humanity, the Polinsky Center – the list goes on…  Or maybe you just want to socialize with 
your peers – come on by one of our many social events, annual Padres Tailgate, Post PE unwind, 
Holiday party, happy hours and annual Wine Tasting Trip… 
 
If all of that is not enough for your needs, please volunteer to take on a chair position, and you can come 
up with new activities and ideas for our group. 
 
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you at an upcoming event. 
Jason W. Lemons, PE 
2004-2005 YMF President 
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MEMBERS ON THE MOVE 
 
Kimber ly Hakola, YMF’s P.E. Student Liaison, has 
joined Simon Wong Engineering in San Marcos as a 
Construction Engineer for the Sprinter Commuter Rail 
Project from Escondido to Oceanside. 
 
Adr ian Clarke, an Assistant Engineer with Winzler 
& Kelly Consulting Engineers is transferring from 
their San Diego office to their San Francisco office in 
January to join their Water Resources Division 
working on water distribution systems and many other 
exciting projects. 
 

San Diego YMF Email L ist: 654 members 
 
Welcome to New Members this Quarter ! 
Hamad Alkhamis, SDSU  
Bill Clevenger, Geocon, ASCE Golf Committee Chair 
Molly Frisbie, SDG&E 
Paul Glenn  
Aric Gnesa, Infrastructure Engineering Corporation  
Ahmad Hashmi, A. B. Hashmi, Inc. 
Kimberly Jaskot, Dokken Engineering 
Sara M. Kelley, Nolte Associates  
Doug Lampkin, UCSD  
Cynthia Peraza, PBS&J 
Lauren Popescu, PBS&J, YMF President ± San Bernardino 
and Riverside Counties Branch 
Richard Nagtalon, Lyons, Warren and Associates 
Rob Shoener, Berryman & Henigar  
Victor Tsai, Black & Veatch 
 
Please send your updated email addresses, engineering jokes, 
recent PE registrations, and employment changes to YMF 
Secretary, Travis Hammond to appear in the next newsletter.  
If we use your joke, you will receive an official ASCE YMF 
pocket protector! 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
By T. Hammond
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A special note from VP of Education Melissa 
Valdovinos “ I want to thank all the volunteers 
who have participated in YMF’s education 
activities.  You are helping to promote our 
career field and YMF’s mission by actively 
“providing transition for engineers from 
student life to the professional world” .  If you 
have any questions regarding our education 
activities or have suggestions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at: 
mvaldovinos@kleinfelder.com.”  
 

YMF student outreach volunteers have 
been very active in our community the 
last few months.  Since September, we 
have worked with students of all levels as 
mentors and tutors to offer guidance to 
San Diego’s future engineers.  We have 
even been effective in placing college 
students into internship positions and are 
in the process of posting resumes on our 
web site to aid students and recent 
graduates in their job search.   
 
In October, we hosted a resume and 
interview workshop along with the San 
Diego Chi Epsilon Alumni Association.  
The event was a great success!  
Volunteers from seven local engineering 
firms and over 20 SDSU students made it 
a very productive night. Arief 
Koesoemawiria presented general resume 
and interview guidelines, while other 
volunteers joined in to contribute their 
own personal opinions and experiences.  
Students and volunteers were also paired 
to go over mock interview questions.  The 
next few days after the workshop, I was 
flooded with e-mails from students who 
expressed their gratitude for such a 
practical and productive workshop. 

 
  

EDUCATION OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
By M. Valdovinos

Arief shares his wisdom on resume and interview 
guidelines with local college students. 

 

&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�0 HOLVVD�9DOGRYLQRV���
9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�( GXFDWLRQ��UHFHQWO\ �VHOHFWHG�DV�

WKH�� � � � �=RQH�,9�' LYHUVLW\ �&KDP SLRQ��
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The transition of engineers from student life to the 
professional world through education is the focus of YMF 
and is expressed in our mission statement.  This is 
demonstrated in several ways, one of the most valuable 
being the PE Review course.  Obtaining the Professional 
Engineer license is a rite of passage that is critical to a 
successful career in the civil engineering field.  YMF aims 
to offer young engineers the best opportunity possible to 
pass the PE Exam through our review course.  
 
YMF is proud to continue the PE Review course that was a 
tremendous success in 2004.    With all of the instructors 
returning, the course will continue to grow and develop as 
a valuable service to young engineers seeking to obtain 
their Professional Engineer license.  A sincere offering of 
thanks and appreciation are extended to all of our 
instructors for their commitment and enthusiasm.   
 
Classes for the 8-hour exam started January 8, 2005.  Each 
of the classes will be held at PBS&J in Kearny Mesa and 
will last for four hours.  The Survey review course will 
begin March 12 and consists of two four hour classes.  
Class content for both courses has been refined with input 
from instructors and previous course attendees.    
 
In addition to the 8-hour and Survey review courses, a 
Seismic review course has been added.  The course 
syllabus is in development with the gracious help of Simon 
Wong (Simon Wong Engineering) and Jim Gingery 
(Kleinfelder).  YMF expects the Seismic review class to be 
an excellent tool for those seeking to pass the seismic 
exam. 
 
The 8-hour, Survey, and Seismic classes can be registered 
for individually, or in packages.  Whether you are staring 
at the impending April exam date or have a young engineer 
ready to take the next step, YMF would like to offer our 
open invitation to prepare for the exam with us.  Please 
visit the YMF website (http://younger.asce.org/sandiego) 
for more information. 

 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER EXAM REVIEW 

By J. LaHaye

3�( ���( [ DP ��
5HYLHZ �&ODVVHV��
DUH�LQ�VHVVLRQ�

5HJLVWUDWLRQ�
GHDGOLQH�LV�
) HEUXDU\ �� � �

IRU�6HLVP LF�DQG�
6XUYH\ �FRXUVHV�
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A major role of the YMF is to organize and encourage participation in community service activities. 
Building on the success of last year, the YMF has broadened its community service calendar to include 
new events as well as make existing events more frequent. 
  

 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

By E. Olander

9LVLW�WKH�3ROLQVN\ �&KLOGUHQ·V�&HQWHU��
Z LWK�<0 ) �RQ�) HEUXDU\ �� � �

This past October, YMF members and students performed water 
quality testing in support of World Water Monitoring Day.  This 
annual event, put on by America's Clean Water Foundation, 
attracted participants from over 50 countries with a goal 
to introduce people to the importance of water monitoring and 
connect them with organized efforts to protect and preserve their 
local watersheds.  In support of this goal, YMF teamed with the 
San Diego River Park Foundation to report on the current health 
of the San Diego River in the Mission Valley area.  Check out 
our water sampling results by visiting the following website: 
www.worldwatermonitoringday.com.  
 

In November, YMF joined up 
with Habitat for Humanity to 
help rebuild the home of 80-
year-old Rosemarie Michelson 
of El Cajon, whose home was 
destroyed in the 2003 California 
wildfires.  With several YMF 
members and ASCE San Diego 
Section President Mark 
Creveling and Chair Dennis 
Landaal on hand, the group 
installed much of the interior 
dry wall for the project. 
 

 

This holiday season, YMF held several events, such as Toys for Tots and canned food drive.  Other 
volunteer events planned for 2005 include a visit to the Polinsky Children's Center in Kearny 
Mesa, a second Habitat for Humanity day, Environmental Awareness Day, and the Special 
Olympics.  We look forward to seeing you at a future event, and thank all of you who've already 
joined us in support of these important causes.  
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SOCIAL EVENTS 

By M. Hindle

To celebrate the end of a good year, on December 17, 
2004 YMF hosted a holiday party for its members and 
friends. Some tested their skills at the pool table, others 
had lively conversations at the dinner table, the rest cozy 
up by the fireplace for more intimate conversations. Jason 
Lemmons appeared as DJ to add some cool grooves to 
the festivities. 
 
YMF Officers provided the elaborate feast for this event.  
Guests donated new toys for the Toys for Tots charity 
and canned food for the Food Bank Donations program.  
Thanks to Arief Koesoemawiria for finding an excellent 
location - he reserved the clubhouse in his community for 
this event.   

The Southern California ASCE YMF Chapters are 
planning to have their Annual Mammoth Trip on 
the weekend of January 28, 2005.   
 
Come join YMF members for our annual excursion 
to Mammoth Mountain.  Leave your urban stresses 
behind as you spend an enjoyable weekend in the 
Sierra Mountains.  The air is clean, the stars are 
bright, and the cold air will have you huddled by 
the warm fire.   
 

 
 

The skiing and snowboarding is expected to be 
great this year, especially considering Mammoth 
Mountain has already received over 100-inches of 
snow.  Don’ t feel like you have to be an expert 
skier or snowboarder to attend this trip.  In fact, 
you don’ t have to ski or snowboard at all.   You 
can cruise through pine forests by snowmobiling, 
trek peacefully by cross-country skiing, or live on 
the edge by ice climbing.   
 
 

The trip will be the weekend of January 28th.  If 
interested you may arrive on Friday and depart on 
Sunday for a total of 3-days and 2-nights or arrive 
on Thursday and depart Sunday for a total of 4-
days and 3-nights.   
 

 
 

We have reserved condos at Mammoth Estates, 
which is located within walking distance of the 
village.  Some amenities include fireplaces, hot 
tubs, sauna, game room with ping-pong and pool 
tables.  The cost is $150 per person per for three-
nights and $110 per person for two-nights and 
includes room, breakfast, and beverages.  Payment 
is required in advance and must be postmarked by 
Wednesday, January 12th.  Costs for rentals and lift 
tickets are not included.   
 
Please coordinate with Michael Hindle before you 
sign up for alternate activities such as 
snowmobiling or cross-country skiing. 

Upcoming Mammoth Tr ip – January 27 to 29 
 

Holiday Party 
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Get to Know Your Officers 
 
We asked your YMF Officers “What is your favorite album of all time?º  Here is what they said: 
 
Emerson, VP Community Service: God Within - The Phoenix 
Jason, YMF President: Ben Harper and the Blind Boys of Alabama - There will be a light 
Mariel, Newsletter Chair: Oingo Boingo - Boingo Alive 
Travis, YMF Secretary: The Cure - Disintegration 
 

 

 
A guy was crossing a road one day, when a frog called 
out to him and said, "If you kiss me, I'll turn into a 
beautiful princess." He bent over, picked up the frog and 
put it in his pocket.  
 
The frog spoke up again and said, "If you kiss me and 
turn me back into a beautiful princess, I will stay with 
you for one week." The guy took the frog out of his 
pocket, smiled at it and returned it to his pocket. 
 
The frog then cried out, "If you kiss me and turn me back 
into a princess, I'll stay with you and do ANYTHING 
you want." Again the guy took the frog out, smiled at it 
and put it back into his pocket. 
  
Finally, the frog asked, "What is the matter? I have told 
you that I'm a beautiful princess, and that I'll stay with 
you for a week and do anything you want. Why won't 
you kiss me?" The guy said, "Look, I'm an engineer. I 
don't have time for a girlfriend. But, a talking frog is 
cool." 

�

5HDFKLQJ� WKH� HQG� RI� D� MRE�
LQWHUYLHZ �� WKH� KXP DQ�
UHVRXUFHV� SHUVRQ� DVNHG� D�
\ RXQJ�HQJLQHHU�IUHVK�RXW�RI�
0 ,7� Z KDW� NLQG� RI� D� VDODU\ �
KH�Z DV�ORRNLQJ�IRU��
� ,Q� WKH� QHLJKERUKRRG� RI�
� � � � �� � � �D�\ HDU��GHSHQGLQJ�
RQ�WKH�EHQHILWV�SDFNDJH���
�
� : HOO�� Z KDW� Z RXOG� \ RX� VD\ �
WR� D� SDFNDJH� RI� � �Z HHNV�
YDFDWLRQ�� � � � SDLG� KROLGD\ V��
IXOO� P HGLFDO� DQG� GHQWDO��
FRP SDQ\ � PDWFKLQJ�
UHWLUHP HQW� IXQG� WR� � � � � RI�
VDODU\ �� DQG� D� QHZ � FRPSDQ\ �
FDU�HYHU\ �� �\ HDUV���VD\ ��D�UHG�
&RUYHWWH" ��
�
� : RZ ��$ UH�\ RX�NLGGLQJ" ��
�<HDK��EXW�\ RX�VWDUWHG�LW�� 

 
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
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ASCE Polo Shir ts on sale 
NOW! 

 
Don' t miss out¼ .quantities are 

limited. 
 

See Alissa Sigala to  
get yours today. 

Corporate sponsorships of monthly 
dinner  meetings are available and 

appreciated. 
 

Contact Jason Lemons for details. 


