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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Get involved. 
 

We are more than a group who get together to discuss their occupation; we are professionals.  Our very 
career is based on professionally serving the public good.  This is much more than showing up at 9 
punching the clock, and leaving once we have collected our respective eight.  We plan for, design and 
construct the very lifeblood of our civilization.  This is a mighty responsibility that we undertake on a 
daily basis.  If we choose not to give more of an effort than a normal ‘ job’  would require, we could be 
shortchanging the safety and welfare of those around us.  How do you know the latest technology or 
techniques pertaining to your field?  How can you make contacts that have expertise that complement 
yours?  How can you ensure that the lawmakers are making reasonable decisions for our infrastructure?  
The answer to these questions: Get involved.   

 
There are many opportunities in which you could get involved in the engineering community. One 
awesome opportunity is the American Society of Civil Engineers, Younger Member Forum.  Our group 
consists of your peers.  We are professionals with less than 10 years of experience that understand the 
issues that you face in your early engineering career.  We offer you a network on which to grow as a 
leader and a professional.  Why wait to be a project manager who makes professional contacts out of 
necessity or desperation?  YMF offers you a casual and fun atmosphere to meet your peers, whether they 
are competitors or clients.  For technical growth we have technical meeting topics that span the 
profession of civil engineering.  We also have numerous community outreach events that give a positive 
image of civil engineers to the world.  One thing missing is you.  ASCE is nothing without an engaged 
and active membership.  Get involved.  We have executive and committee positions open for any of our 
members to fill.  The San Diego YMF Board is not a clique.  Fresh ideas and newly involved members 
will positively influence the growth of this organization.   

 
We have an open election in May of 2005.  If you are willing to get involved, take on new 
responsibilities, and grow as a leader and professional, I encourage you to volunteer/nominate yourself 
for one of the many officer positions in our group.  If you want to get to know us more before taking that 
leap, join in any or all of the upcoming events.  Please take a moment to review our website: 
http://younger.asce.org/sandiego/  and feel free to send me or any of the officers and e-mail with 
questions that you might have about the San Diego ASCE Younger Member Forum. 
 
Thank you. 
Jason W. Lemons, PE 
2004-2005 YMF President 
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MEMBERS ON THE MOVE 
 
Sara Kelley, YMF’s Membership Chair, recently joined 
PBS&J in their Encinitas office.  Sara is an Engineer II for 
the Public Works Division working on a variety of 
engineering and financial projects for public agencies. 
 

San Diego YMF Email List: 655 members 
 

Welcome to New Members this Quarter: 
 

Dave Berryman, SANDAG 
 

Leia Cabrera, PBS&J 
 

Adam Corral, Kimley-Horn 
 

Jesus Cruz, G-Force 
 

Becca Leotaud, Rick Engineering 
 

Jennifer Marshall, PDS 
 

Bryan Moore, RBF 
 

Larry Rega, Project Design Consultants 
 

John Rivera, Hunsaker 
 

Dave Spencer, Boyle Engineering 
 
Please send your updated email addresses, engineering 
jokes, recent PE registrations, and employment changes 
to YMF Secretary, Travis Hammond at 
thammond@HaleyAldrich.com, to appear in the next 
newsletter.  If we use your joke, you will receive an 
official ASCE YMF pocket protector! 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
By T. Hammond
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 By M. Valdovinos  

EDUCATION OUTREACH  
By M. Valdovinos

You Are a  Ment or  
 
What is a mentor?  A mentor is a trusted individual 
who offers guidance.  Our role as mentors to the 
future engineers in our community is incredibly 
important.  When you give direction to the intern at 
your firm/agency, you are a mentor.  When you 
join YMF in K-12 library tutoring, you are a 
mentor.  When you volunteer as a speaker at an 
ASCE student chapter meeting, you are a mentor.  
We set an example to these future engineers 
everyday but the level of mentorship is up to each 
individual engineer.   
 
This is your invitation to join YMF in the student outreach activities that take this level of 
mentorship to a higher level, such as classroom visits, tutoring, involvement with ASCE’s 
student chapter, shadow days, and formal student mentorships.   
 
Thank you to all the YMF members who have already participated in these and other 
educational activities for giving so much back to the engineering community and 
introducing our career field to so many children who may otherwise never know what 
civil engineering is all about.  Your contribution is invaluable.  There will be many more 
future activities for YMF members to participate in and hopefully you can join us soon.   
 

 
ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT UPDATE 

By J. Owens

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Annual ASCE/YMF Golf Tournament 
Friday, September 9, 2005 

 
This is one of YMF’s largest fund raisers.  The golf tournament raised over 

$3,000 for YMF activities last year!   
More information will be available in the next few months. 
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PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER EXAM REVIEW 
By K. Hakola
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Our second semi-annual PE Review Course 
ended on March 19.  We had 46 people sign up 
for one or more classes.  This year, in addition 
to the 8-hour and surveying review courses, we 
offered a seismic review course.  There was a 
significant amount of interest in the seismic 
course, taught by Jim Gingery, Kleinfelder, and 
Simon Wong, Simon Wong Engineering.  The 
PE Review Course is just one way YMF serves 
San Diego area young engineers.  It is also a 
great fundraiser that supports YMF activities 
throughout the year. Due to the success of this 
class, YMF was able to contribute funds for 
rebuilding efforts in Southeast Asia in the 
aftermath of December's Tsunami. 
  
Plans are already underway for the next PE 
Review Course, to be held this summer.  This 
course is intended for people who will be taking 
the October PE Exam.  Our first committee 
meeting was held at the beginning of April. 
Discussions included: reviewing course 
evaluations and looking for ways to make the 
next course even better.  In addition, we are 
looking for a new venue.  Volunteers are needed 
to help with the next course, especially for 
marketing and curriculum review. 
  
If you are interested in joining the PE Review 
Course Committee, please contact Jeremy 
LaHaye at JLaHaye@TYLin.com.  If you are 
interested in taking the summer Review Course, 
please contact Kimberly Hakola at 
kimberlyh@sprintercm.com.  Also, information 
on the upcoming review course will be posted as 
soon as the dates are set on the YMF website, 
http://younger.asce.org/sandiego.  
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COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
By E. Olander

Spr ing and Summer Community Service Events: 
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Join us to give back to our community.�

The YMF was involved in a number of community service events early in 2005.  A special 
thanks to all who've joined us in support of these important causes.�This past January, members 
from San Diego teamed with southern California YMF groups and other organizations to help 
decorate and distribute gifts in Tecate, Mexico.  This annual event, dubbed the Christmas 
Train, typically involves distribution of presents to more than 6,000 Mexican children and 
families. 

In February, YMF made its first visit to the Polinsky 
Children's Center. This facility in Kearny Mesa 
accommodates up to 217 abused, abandoned and 
neglected children a night, from ages 0 - 16.  Because 
their stay can last up to a couple of months, the 
children usually get very excited when seeing new 
faces.  Upon our entry, one of the children exclaimed, 
"Friends!  New friends have arrived!"  Some of the 
highlights of our visit involved singing and 
storytelling, and certainly some horseplaying.   

Also in February, YMF joined student 
members of the ASME and ASHRAE 
organizations to host the annual 
Engineering Day at the Mall event, held at 
Grossmont Center.  At this event, children 
experienced engineering first hand at a 
number of activity tables, which included 
creating balloon hovercrafts, tinfoil boats, 
hoop gliders, and gumdrop domes.  Many 
of these activities were selected from the 
Zoom into Engineering program that 
introduces engineering concepts to children 
in a fun way. 

YMF volunteers at the Polinsky Center 

Kids had fun at E-day 2005 at 
Grossmont Center 
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SOCIAL EVENTS 

By M. Hindle

 
2005 WRYMC 

The 2005 Western Regional Younger Member Council was held in Phoenix, Arizona on February 18-
20, 2005.  Younger member groups from the Zone IV region, primarily the western United States, 
attend this conference.  Our San Diego YMF was well represented with six of our Board members in 
attendance.  The following Board member shares her WRYMC experience: 
 
Sara, Membership Chair – “The YMF Group Discussion Topics were extremely beneficial to me. 
I took note of how other groups get young engineers to attend local chapter meetings and participate in 
events.  The Round Table Discussions and social activities facilitated intermingling between Student 
Chapter Leaders, Younger Member Leaders, and Section/Branch members.”  
 

Members who attended this year’s trip from the San Diego, Los Angeles, 
Orange and Santa Barbara Sections, on the weekend of January 28th, 
were treated to approximately 2-1/2 feet of fresh powder on top of a 10-
foot base.  Many of the members in attendance took advantage of these 
epic conditions. 
 
In addition, a group of brave YMFers persevered the harsh conditions on 
a Saturday night in order to enjoy a night out on the town.  Temperatures 
in the mid 20s or obscure patches of ice on the sidewalks did not dampen 
the spirits of some of our exuberant members as they enjoyed an evening 
of grog and dance.  As usual, it was really hot at the FEVER! 
 
In case you missed the trip, join us next year! 
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Mammoth Trip 2005 

 
The Annual YMF Mammoth Trip is typically one of the more popular social events of the year.  This 
year’s excursion to the snow capped Sierra Nevada Mountain Range definitely lived up to this 
expectation. 
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Get to Know Your Officers 
 
We asked your YMF Officers “Where did you grow up?”  Here is what they said: 
 
Jennifer, Director:  Shanghai, China (age 0-12); Honolulu, Hawaii (age 12 on) 
 
Jason, President:  San Diego, California 
 
Alissa, President Elect:  Santa Cruz, California 
 
Melissa, VP Education:  San Diego, California  
 
Emerson, VP Community Service:  Atlanta, Georgia 
 
Travis, Secretary: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
Arief, Treasurer:  Jakarta, Indonesia and Manila, Philippines 
 
James, Golf Tournament Chair:  Santa Clara, California  
 
Ryan, Webmaster:  Santa Monica, California 
 
Michael, Social Events Chair:  Toms River, New Jersey 
 
Jeremy, PE Review Course Chair:  Escondido, California 
 
Sara, Membership Chair:  Edmond, Oklahoma 
 
Mariel, Newsletter Chair:  Houston, Texas 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 



SD YMF NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2005 
Page 8 

Water/ Wastewater Department 
Position: Entry-Level Engineer 

 
Infrastructure Engineering Corporation (IEC) is seeking an entry-level Engineer to join their 
water/ wastewater department in Poway, CA to assist in the preparation of engineering 
calculations, such as storm drains, wastewater, water systems, earthwork quantities, cost 
estimates and other supporting documentation.  Other responsibilities include assisting the 
team in preparing improvement plans, specifications, construction estimates, supporting 
documents, and permit applications for a variety of water/ wastewater infrastructure projects.  
This position requires utilizing a variety of technical software such as AutoCAD, MicroStation, 
and other technical application programs. No formal experience required, must be prepared to 
work in a professional office work environment.  A working knowledge of AutoCAD is 
desirable. 
 
IEC is a civil engineering and construction management firm primarily serving public agency 
clients.  Providing our clients with high quality planning, design, construction management, and 
inspection services form the foundation of this firm. Our founding philosophy is to build a firm 
based on exceptional client service and employee satisfaction.
 
IEC offers a competitive salary and a comprehensive benefits package including health, dental, 
life, and disability insurance, including 401(k) plan.  If you want to be part of a young, growing, 
and dynamic company, contact us at (858) 413-2400.  Send resumes to hr@iecorporation.com. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

PBS&J is a nationwide, employee owned engineering and consulting firm, seeking a 
motivated project engineer to work in our Encinitas office.  Our Public Works Division 
is involved in a variety of interesting projects including, municipal engineering, water 
quality program management, development review, CIP planning and design, and 
financial analyses.  Applicants must possess a B.S or M.S in Engineering. 
 
Position Summary - Plan checking of drawings pertaining to subdivisions, water, 
sewer, drainage and road systems. Applies technical professional proficiency to the 
investigation of civil engineering problems, the coordination of project activities, and 
the preparation of preliminary plans and documents, working under the supervision of 
a senior engineer or department leader. On design assignments, progresses toward 
learning how to clearly convey the design intent through engineering drawings and 
specifications. On engineering and planning assignments, continues to develop 
knowledge of the fundamentals of engineering processes and to apply them 
successfully to operating systems. Upholds engineering ethics and standards of 
conduct. 
 

Apply online to requisition # 8101 at www.pbsj.com.  
EOE. Smoke-free Workplace. 
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Corporate sponsorships are available and appreciated 
 

For monthly dinner meeting sponsorships 
Contact Jason Lemons for details. 

 
For newsletter advertisements 

Contact Mariel for details 
 

Business card ads = $20 per issue 
Employment advertisements 

$50 for half page – two issues 
$100 for full page – two issues 

 

Tsunami Relief Fund 
 

San Diego ASCE YMF is undertaking a fundraising effort to assist in the restoration 
of areas affected by the 2004 South East Asian Tsunami. We will match donations 
dollar for dollar up to $3000 for a total of $6000+. The funds will be split evenly 
between two worthy non-profit organizations: Engineers Without Borders and 
Habitat for Humanity.  Check out our website for more details or contact Arief at 
akoesoemawiria@pbsj.com. 


